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AMENDMENT UNDER 37 CFR LI 16 o 

o PCI 

In response to the Office Action of April 16, 2003, please amend the aboYdgdeOT^fiedT'l 

tr; -"^ O 

application as follows: cancel claims 1, 2 and 7; amend claims 3, 6, 8, 9, 10 and IS'ind'^d fH 
claim 20, as shown below. r; yi-\ 
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In the Claims; 

Claim 1 (cancelled) 



Claim 2 (cancelled) 



Cj^irfi3 (cunently amended): A femile for an optical fiber connector comprising: 
a capillary having a pair of opposing ends, an outer surface extending between the 

o pposing ends and a hole extending between the opposing ends for insertion of an optical 

fiber strand therein: 

a flange molded onto the capillary outer surface intermediate the capillary opposing 
ends such that the capillary outer surface proximate each opposing end is not covered by the 
molded flange; and Th e f e rrul e of claim 1 . further compriainK 

a recess portion and a complementary projecting portion extending into the recess 
portion, the recess portion and projecting portion being formed at an interface between the 
capillary outer surface and the flange. 

Claim^original): The ferrule of claimXwherein the recess portion is formed in the 
capillary outer surface and the projecting portion is formed integral with the flange. 



Clain^(original): The ferrule of claim ,?fwherein the recess portion is formed 
integral with the flange and the projecting portion is formed in the capillary outer surface. 



Clainv^(culBntly amended): The ferrule of claim -l^wherein the flange has a 
cylindrical outer surface comprising a large diameter portion and a small diameter portion. 

. 

fiber connector comprising the step of: 

molding a flange onto an outer surface of a capillary intermediate opposing ends of 
the capillary such that the capillary outer surface proximate each opposing end is not covered 

oom p ri oi ng the stppo of: 

forming a recess portion in the outer surface of the capillary prior to molding; and 
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forming, integral with the flange, a ccmplementaiy projecting portion that extends 
intimately into the recess portion of the capillary outer surface during molding of the flange. 

Cl^ini^(currently amended): The method for manufacturing a ferrule according to 
claim further comprising the steps of: 

forming a projecting portion in the outer surface of the capillary; and 

filling a space sunounding the projecting portion with a molding material during 
molding. 

A 

Claim (currently amended): The method for manufacturing a ferrule according to 
claim ?^wherein said capillary is provided of one material and the flange is molded of a 
different material. 

^ Claim ^^reviously added): The method for manufacturing a ferrule according to 
claim ^wherein said capillary is provided of a hard material and the flange is molded of a 
softer plastic material. 

<^ Claim (previously added): The method for manufacturing a ferrule according to 
claim J:^wherein said capillary is provided of a material such as zirconia. 

^Claim (previously added): The method for manufacturing a ferrule according to 
claim i6 wherein said flange is molded of a material including resins such as PBT containing 
glass fiber, poly-etherimide and a liquid crystal polymer containing glass fiber. 

^0 Claim l<f (previously added): The method for manufacturing a ferrule according to 
claim J^wherein said capillary is provided of a material such as zirconia. 

Claim (fS^currently amended): The ferrule of claim 4- ^wherein said capillary and 
said flange comprise different materials. 

Claim M (previously added): The ferrule of claim JiS^ wherein said capillary 
comprises a hard material and the flange comprises a softer plastic material. 
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Claim y{ (previously added): The femile of claim ^^I^ wherein said capillary 
comprises a material such as zirconia. 

6 \^ 

Claim J^Cpreviously added): The femile of claim ^J^^^herein said flange comprises a 
material including resins such as PBT containing glass fiber, poly-etherimide and a liquid 
crystal polymer containing glass fiber. 

IV. \< 

Claim (previously added): The ferrule of claim )^ wherein said capillary 
comprises a material such as zirconia. ^ 

Claim 3^ |n^w): The ferrule of claim^wherein the flange is molded from a plastic 
material. ' 



